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Accused admitted farmhouse killing, garda tells court
Conor
Kane

A POSTAL worker, who a court
heard, told gardai he was guilty
of the Christmas morning
murder of a mother-of-two is
due back before a judge tomorrow.
Brian Hennessy (23) of

Windgap, Co Kilkenny, is in
custody following a special
sitting of Kilkenny District
Court at the weekend.
He was remanded to appear
before the court again tomorrow at 10.30am.
He was charged on Saturday
with the murder of Sharon
Whelan at her rented farmhouse in Roscon, Windgap, on

December 25 last, and also with
two counts of criminal damage, endangering her daughters’ lives or being reckless as to
whether they were endangered.

Neighbours
The bodies of Sharon and
daughters Zsara (7) and Nadia
(2) were found by neighbours
on Christmas morning at

the secluded farmhouse.
A heavy garda presence of at
least 30 officers stood watch at
the temporary court building in
Kilkenny city on Saturday
evening as Brian Hennessy was
brought before a special sitting
of the court. He was arrested
last Thursday evening following
a major investigation which
involved 300 interviews and

the taking of DNA samples from
a number of men in the
Windgap area.
Small groups of relatives and
friends of Sharon Whelan sat
inside the courtroom while others remained outside on Barrack Street, watching quietly
while the court dealt with the
man suspected of murdering
the woman three weeks ago.

Wearing a navy and blue
tracksuit top with a white
t-shirt underneath, navy tracksuit bottoms and white runners, the murder suspect sat
alone in the courtroom for the
brief remand hearing.
Det Sgt Jim Lyng gave evidence of arresting, charging
and cautioning Brian Hennessy.
The court was told that, after

each of the three charges was
read to him, the accused said: “I
am guilty”.

Remanded
Superintendent Walter O’Sullivan of Kilkenny Garda Station applied for the accused to
be remanded in custody.
Judge Gerard Furlong said
that, because of the nature of

Cigarette
smuggling to
cost State
over €500m
Tom Brady

Security Editor
CIGARETTE smuggling is predicted to cost the country
more than €500m in lost revenue within a year.
The growth in tobacco smuggling has become so lucrative
that it has now been officially
declared one of the most profitable forms of organised crime.
Despite a huge increase in
seizures by customs officers, it
is estimated that the illegal market accounts for up to a quarter
of cigarettes smoked in Ireland.
Crime gangs have moved rapidly into the racket and are
investing their profits in other
illegal activities. Gardai have
warned customers who buy
smuggled cigarettes that they
are funding gangs who could
also be involved in drugs, robberies and fraud.
They have identified a number of key outlets where they
believe the cigarettes are being
sold and are monitoring those
premises.
These include several outlets
in Dublin city, particularly
around the city centre and the
area between the two canals.
However, some legitimate out-

lets have turned down opportunities to sell cartons at much
reduced prices in their shops.
Outside of the capital, gardai
have compiled information
about two shops in Limerick, a
pub car park in Co Wexford,
and premises in New Ross, Co
Wexford, and Ballaghaderreen,
Co Roscommon.
Customs officers at Dublin
airport have seized one million
smuggled cigarettes since the
beginning of the month, while
last year more than 38 million
cigarettes and 1,672 kilos of
tobacco were seized there.

Revenue
The total haul at all of the ports
in the past year has risen significantly from 74.5 million cigarettes in 2007 to last year’s haul
of more than 134 million, which
is valued at €54.3m.
But the big rise in seizures
has not deterred gangs from
trying again because of the
ready market on the streets.
According to the European
Commission’s anti-fraud office,
cigarette smuggling, in terms of
revenue, ranks as the number
one method of fraud perpetrated against the budget of the
European Communities.
Continued increases in the

price of duty paid cigarettes has
turned more smokers to illegally traded products and in
the UK it is thought that,
despite the deployment of 1,000
additional customs officers to
tackle the problem, they have
succeeded only in holding the
smuggled market at 21pc. In
2007, the Irish Government lost
some €352m in taxes because of
smuggling while the loss to
retailers was estimated at
€453m. In 2010, the loss to the
exchequer is expected to grow to
€528m while retailers are reckoning they will lose turnover
in the region of €660m.
Last Friday, customs officers
stopped and searched 19 people
disembarking from a flight from
the Canary Islands into Dublin.
Officers seized 254,000 smuggled cigarettes, which they
believed were to have been distributed on the black market
in the border region by a gang
based in Newry.
But, despite the seizures, the
Irish Tobacco Manufacturers
Advisory Committee adopts a
pessimistic outlook and says
that because we have the highest price structure for cigarettes
in the EU, Ireland is being
turned into a “smugglers’ paradise”.

the charge, he didn’t have jurisdiction to grant bail.
In those circumstances, he
remanded the defendant in custody to appear before Kilkenny
District Courttomorrow.
Solicitor Tony Canny, representing the accused, applied to
the court for legal aid for his
client, and Judge Furlong
granted the request.

‘No clue’
to €7.7m
Lotto
winner’s
identity
Anne
Lucey
MYSTERY last night
surrounded the identity of
the owner of a winning
€7.7m lottery ticket which
was sold in north Kerry.
The Quick Pick ticket was
sold in Danna's Shop, Main
Street, Ballybunion – the
town's oldest shop – on
Saturday.
Owner Danna Mulvihill
said she received a call from
the National Lottery shortly
before lunchtime yesterday
to tell her she had sold the
winning jackpot ticket.
“I wouldn't have a clue
who bought it,” she said.

Ticket

Ballybunion shopkeeper Danna Mulvihill with her grandchildren, Rory, Eamonn, Gearoid, Nunan and Muireann. DON MACMONAGLE

Although quiet at the
moment, the seaside town
attracts golfers to the
famous links course where
former US president Bill
Clinton played golf.
This was leading to
speculation locally that a
passing golfer may have
bought the ticket.
“Golfers are so mad to
play, they play in all kinds of
weather,” Ms Mulvihill said
yesterday.
Ballybunion citizens
recorded two significant
Lotto wins over the
Christmas period.
Two locals scooped
€10,000 each.
In the nearby town of
Listowel, a €1m win went to
a local family over the same
period.

Novel idea proves talented Ruth has
the write stuff for publishing success
Fergus
Black
WHEN 15-year-old Ruth Gilligan started work on her transition year school project, little
did she think it would turn into
a best-selling novel.
‘Forget’ began life as a
50-page project but was soon
transformed after Ruth purchased a ‘how to write a novel’
manual. The end result was to
propel her into becoming the
youngest-ever Irish author to
top the mainstream fiction list.
Five years and two novels
later, and with another book
about to be published in August,
the former ‘Fair City’ actress is
now poised to pursue a masters
in creative writing in a top
American university.

It will add another string to
her bow for Ruth (20), who
scored eight A1s in her Leaving
Cert, and who went to act on TV
and in the theatre while also
managing to pursue her love
of writing – including a stint as
a columnist with the Irish Independent’s Weekend magazine.
Ruth is in the news again
after becoming the youngest
Irish graduate to be made an
O’Reilly scholar under the
O’Reilly Foundation Scholarship Programme.
She joins fellow recipient
Inish O’Doherty (24), also
from Dublin, who is currently
doing his PhD in chemical
biology in Cornell University,
Ithaca, New York.
Both have received awards
worth €25,400 per annum

under the scholarship programme to pursue their studies.
Later this year, Ruth will
complete her BA in English
literature in Cambridge University before embarking on
her masters in creative writing
in the US.

Natural
She has picked Columbia University as her first choice, followed by NYU, and will find
out in April if she has been
accepted.
“I think I've proven I've a
natural talent for writing but
that doesn't mean I should rest
on my laurels,” she said.
Her fellow O’Reilly scholar,
Inish, who graduated from
UCD with a first class honours
in chemistry, is a year and a

half into his five-year PhD in
chemical biology in Cornell
University.
He was already in the
renowned US university when
word came that he had been
awarded one of the prestigious
scholarships.
“It was phenomenal. The
scholarship really secures my
place regardless of the economic changes that may come,” he
said.
The O’Reilly Foundation was
set up as a charitable foundation by Sir Anthony O’Reilly in
1998. It sponsors a programme
of scholarships for young Irish
scholars to undertake post-graduate education in their chosen
field and in an institution or
university of their choice
worldwide.

Ruth Gilligan: the youngest
ever graduate to be made an
O’Reilly scholar

Garda plea after two killed in road crashes
Fiach
Kelly
GARDAI are appealing for witnesses to two separate road accidents which claimed the lives of
two men over the weekend.
A 23-year-old died in the
early hours of yesterday when
the silver BMW car he was driving crashed into a pillar on the
Dooradoyle Road in Limerick.
Martin Moran was travelling
with two teenage friends at the
time of the accident.
The passengers were both
being treated in the Mid Western Regional Hospital in Limerick last night, where one was in

a stable condition and another
was described as critical.
The accident happened at
2.15am yesterday and the road
was closed off for a short while.
Mr Moran lived with his family in the Limerick suburb of
Caherdavin and worked as a
toolmaker in Shannon.
Local councillor Richie Butler said the community had
been left devastated by the accident.
“People are deeply shocked
and saddened by this,” he said.
“To wake up and be told that
your son is dead, it’s just terrible for the family.”
Gardai said last night they
were investigating the cause of

the accident and maintained
that it was too early to say if bad
weather had been a factor.
They are appealing for anyone with any information to
contact them at Roxboro Garda
Station on 061 214340.

Collision
Mr Moran’s death was the second on Irish roads over the
weekend, following a single car
collision which claimed the life
of 41-year-old Michael ‘Mario’
Dowling at around 10.30pm on
Friday.
The part-time delivery driver was a passenger in a car
which left the N80 Carlow to
Portlaoise Road and hit a tree at

Abbeyleix, around 3km outside
Carlow town.
Mr Dowling was thrown out
of the car on impact. The road
was closed for several hours
while gardai carried out forensic examinations. Mr Dowling
and the driver of the car were
taken to St Luke’s Hospital, in
Kilkenny.
The driver, who was a friend
of Mr Dowling, sustained
injuries but they are believed to
be life-threatening.
Mr Dowling was a single man
who was originally from Waterford. He had previously lived in
Kildare and had only moved to
Carlow recently. He was not
well-known in the area.

Martin Moran: the 23-year-old
lived with his family and
worked as a toolmaker

